
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Lower East Side Ecology Center offers free public compost collection and education, electronic waste 
recycling, stewardship of public open space, and environmental education. Our programs focus on offering 
opportunities for all New Yorkers to learn about environmental issues facing NYC and to take responsibility for 
solving those problems. 
 
The NYC Compost Project, created by the NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) in 1993, works to reduce 
waste in NYC and rebuild NYC's soil by providing New Yorkers with the knowledge, skills, and opportunities they 
need to produce and use compost locally. NYC Compost Project programs and staff are funded and managed 
through the DSNY Bureau of Recycling and Sustainability (BRS) in partnership with host institutions. 
 
THE POSITION 
The NYC Compost Project Hosted by LES Ecology Center seeks an enthusiastic individual with composting and 
public engagement experience for the position Organics Recovery Coordinator. This position is primarily 
responsible for setting up and breaking down our local food scrap drop-off sites and assist in the processing of 
organic waste. The Organics Recovery Coordinator should be excited to participate in public engagement activities 
such as leading volunteer workdays, tours and other events. This position combines a dedication to waste 
reduction and sustainability with the hands-on skills needed to carry out the operational needs of the program. The 
team is highly collaborative and staff can expect to assist in carrying out work in all program areas. 
 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES 
• Operate food scrap drop-off sites and oversee the weekly collection of about 8 tons of organic waste.  
• Assist with operations at East River Compost Yard and demonstrate best practices in composting.  
• Perform maintenance of on-site tools and equipment and follow safety protocols 
• Assist with outreach activities such as volunteer workdays, tours, events and outreach at drop-off sites. 
• Assist in carrying out compost distribution program by coordinating appointments and making local deliveries. 
• Provide Compost Project manager with required data for monthly reports 
• Perform additional duties as determined by the Ecology Center and by BRS 

 
SKILLS/ABILITIES 

• Enthusiasm to work outdoors in all seasons and on weekends/evenings as needed 
• Punctual early-riser. The daily working hours for this position are 7am-3pm. 
• Knowledge of composting and commitment to following best practices, even when it requires detailed and 

repetitive work. 
• Self-motivated, strong communication skills and the ability to work alone, in a team, and in a variety of settings. 
• Valid driver’s license, with clean driving record. Experience driving a box truck and skid steer preferred. 
• Ability to lift up to 50 pounds and to perform physically strenuous tasks. 
• Bilingual skills preferred but not required 

EDUCATION / EXPERIENCE 
• Bachelor’s degree preferred (ideally, in a related field)  
• Experience with computer applications (Excel, MS Word, PowerPoint, GoogleDocs)  
• Minimum one year of related work experience  
 
Qualified candidates should submit a cover letter and resume to info@lesecologycenter.org by May 6, 2019. No 
phone calls please. 
 
For more information about the NYC Compost Project please visit: www.nyc.gov/compostproject 
For more information about the LES Ecology Center please visit: http://www.lesecologycenter.org 
 


